anglictinaZdarma.cz

The Octopus: The Ocean's Escape Artist
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One night in 2016, an octopus called Inky climbed out of his tank in a New Zealand aquarium. Earlier
that day, someone worked on the tank and did not close the lid properly. Inky crossed the floor,
found a narrow drainpipe and disappeared into the sea. The staff never saw him again, and his
escape made the news all over the world.

How can a big animal like that get through such a small pipe? The answer is surprising: an octopus
has no bones at all. Its soft body can change shape like water in a bag. The hardest part of the

animal is its beak, so an octopus can squeeze through any hole big enough for its beak.

An octopus has three hearts: one sends blood around the body and the other two push it through
the gills. Its blood is blue, not red, because it carries oxygen with copper instead of iron. Copper

works better than iron in cold water with little oxygen.

An octopus also thinks in a very unusual way. It has about five hundred million nerve cells, the same
number as a dog, but two thirds of them are not in its head. They are in its arms, so every arm can
taste, touch and decide almost on its own.

Scientists believe that an octopus is colour-blind and sees the world in grey. Even so, it can change
the colour of its skin in less than a second to hide on a rock or a plant. Nobody is quite sure how a

colour-blind animal knows which colours to copy. Inky did not need to change colour that night; he
only needed an open lid and a pipe to the sea.

Slovicka z ¢lanku

Anglicky Vyslovnost Cesky
octopus /'oktopas/ chobotnice
aquarium /a'kweariam/ akvarium
tank [teenk/ nadrz
lid /lxd/ viko
drainpipe /'dremnpaip/ odpadni potrubi
narrow /'neerav/ Uzky
escape /1'ske1p/ aték
to squeeze /skwi:z/ protlacit se, zmacknout
beak [bizk/ zobak
gills /g1lz/ zabry
copper /'kopa/ meéd’
iron /'atan/ Zelezo
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Anglicky

Vyslovnost
oxygen

Cesky

/'pksidzan/ kyslik
nerve cell

/'n3:v sel/

nervova burka
colour-blind

/'kala blaind/

barvoslepy

Otazky k textu (zakrouzkujte spravnou odpovéd)

1. How did Inky get out of the aquarium?
A) He broke the glass wall of his tank at night
B) A worker carried him back to the sea by mistake
C) He climbed through an open window into the sea
D) He crossed the floor and went down a drainpipe

2. Why can an octopus fit through very small holes?
A) Because it has no bones and its soft body changes shape
B) Because it can make itself much lighter in water
C) Because its three hearts stop while it is moving
D) Because its arms are much thinner than its head

3. What does the article say about the octopus's nerve cells?
A) It has more of them than any other sea animal

B) It has as many as a dog, and all are in its head
C) Two thirds of them are in its arms, not its head
D) It has very few, so each arm works very slowly

4. What is surprising about the way an octopus sees?
A) It sees every colour but cannot change the colour of its skin
B) Scientists think it sees only grey, yet it changes colour
C) It sees colour only when it hides on a rock or a plant
D) It changes colour slowly, over more than a minute

5. Why is copper useful in an octopus's blood?
A) It makes the blood turn bright red in cold water
B) It helps the animal get through narrow holes

C) It works better than iron in cold water with little oxygen
D) It lets the octopus hide on a rock or a plant

Mdzete volné tisknout a kopirovat pro vyuku i vlastni studium. Nesmite material prodavat ani vydavat za svdj.
anglictinazdarma.cz/cteni-s-rozborem/veda/octopus-escape-artist/

str. 2/3




Kli¢ - FeSeni s vysvétlenim

1. D) He crossed the floor and went down a drainpipe
Prvni odstavec: Inky vylezl z nddrze, presel po podlaze a zmizel Uzkym odpadnim potrubim do more.

2. A) Because it has no bones and its soft body changes shape

Druhy odstavec: chobotnice nema vlibec zadné kosti a mékké télo méni tvar jako voda v sacku. Limitem je jen zobak,
nejtvrdsi ¢ast téla.

3. C) Two thirds of them are in its arms, not its head

Ctvrty odstavec: nervovych bun&k ma zhruba pét set miliond, tedy asi jako pes, a dvé tfetiny z nich nejsou v hlavé, ale v
ramenech.

4. B) Scientists think it sees only grey, yet it changes colour

Posledni odstavec: védci se domnivaji, Ze chobotnice je barvoslepa a vidi svét v Sedé, a presto dokaze zménit barvu klize za
méné nez vterinu.

5. C) It works better than iron in cold water with little oxygen

Treti odstavec: méd funguje ve studené vodé s malym mnozstvim kysliku I1épe nez Zelezo.
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